
TEACHING TECHNIQUE
“SCENARIO BOARD”
	
TECHNIQUE DESCRIPTION

	This technique is designed to provide instructions on making and using scenario boards for tabletop exercises and training demonstrations.
Instructions:

· Pre-identify the scenarios you wish to use.

· Have the materials ready or set up in advance.

· Divide the class into groups if needed.

· Conduct the scenario or exercise.
· Debrief this technique by discussing why it was done and how it relates or can be applied to real life or the job.


	
KEY LEARNING POINTS

	This technique will challenge the learner to use their imagination and knowledge in determining a situation and how to resolve it.


	
VARIATIONS

	·  Can be done and group settings, having the groups set up the scenario.


	
RESOURCES NEEDED

	· Rugs, mats, or large photo images that will be the foundation for the scenario

· Model buildings if desired

· An assortment of vehicles: cars, vans, big rigs, fire apparatus, police cars, buses, ambulances, planes, trains, helicopters, etc.

· An assortment of various other objects: people, animals, weapons, trees, telephone and power poles, street signs, barricades, cones, etc.


	SOURCE

	Rosanna McKinney, Master Instructor
Santa Cruz Consolidated Communications


 Suggestions:
· "Interactive” rugs or mats can be found at many department stores for $20 to $25 or less.  High quality aerial photos can be printed in a large size on plotter paper.

· I like to work from general to specific.  Starting with an interactive rug format and later moving to scenarios using aerial photos that are specific to the agency or jurisdiction with the training class. Many aerial photos can be purchased directly from the Internet at the cost of $7 to $10 each.

· It is really easy to get carried away with this project.  I recommend you plan your project and set limits on spending.  Small items add up very quickly.

· Purchase a container or crate to keep your materials in and/or transport them.  A small cardboard box will suffice for the smaller items.  Don't be surprised if some of those items tend to disappear and you need to restock occasionally.

· Be resourceful.  A lot of the items can be purchased at yard sales or donated by employee’s children.  If
· Begin with an end in mind.  What is it you want to accomplish with the scenario?

· Consider the size and transportability of your materials.

· Use a little hobby paint.  For example, a dab of red on a person could indicate an injury.  Can't find a specific vehicle?  Take another vehicle and pain that the way you needed.
· Use a chemical tanker to demonstrate a HazMat.  Derail it near the waterway to make it worse.
· Save broken parts to use in disasters or other scenarios.  For example, roadway hazards or crimes in progress.
You are only limited by your imagination!
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