
TEACHING TECHNIQUE
“SCATTERGORIES”
	
TECHNIQUE DESCRIPTION

	Participants will use quick thinking skills to come up with one-word answers.
Instructions:

· Instructor will read the rules of the game to the students including any modifications for the purpose of the class.  
· Instructor writes the topics or categories on the flip chart.

· The dice will be passed to one participant to roll and call out the letter.

· When the letter is called the instructor will start the timer.  
· Each participant will think of one word for the topic that starts with the letter rolled and write it on the list page.  

· Learners must think of a word before the timer goes off and ends the play.

· Process is continued by passing the dice to another participant and continuing until a letter has been called for each category the instructor has written down.

· When all categories are completed, the instructor will review each category.

· The instructor calls on each individual to identify their word.  If anyone else has the same word, they declare it and anyone else having that word must cross it off their list.  This process continues until all categories are reviewed.
· The game goes to the person who has the most words left on their list.  Prizes may be awarded to students with the highest scores.


	
KEY LEARNING POINTS

	This technique will challenge the learner to think quickly and “outside-the-box” to identify topic related terms.


	
VARIATIONS

	· Can be played in small teams.
· Can pair up teams to run against each other.


	
RESOURCES NEEDED

	· Scattergories game purchased at any toy store for under $20.
· Assorted general categories that relate to the topic so participants can come up with a variety of words.  (Sample list attached).
· Category list and list page (samples attached).


	SOURCE

	Modification of original game by 
Rosanna McKinney, Master Instructor, Santa Cruz Consolidated Communications


EMD Scattergories

1. Related to Having a Baby

2. A Medical Term

3. Related to a Chief Complaint

4. An Acronym

5. Related to Post Dispatch Instructions

6. Related to the Cards

7. Related to Suicide

8. An Abbreviation

Fire Scattegories

1. Related to Fire Service

2. A Fire Term

3. Related to a Fire Call

4. An Acronym

5. A Fire Equipment Item

6. Related to Incident Command

7. Related to Fire Operations

8. An Abbreviation

Instructor Development Scattergories

1. Related to Instructor Development

2. An Item of Technology

3. A Tool for the Instructor Toolbox

4. Related to Instructional Systems Design

5. A Constraint

6. A Priority

Law Enforcement Scattegories
1. Field Resources

2. Agency name/office

3. Policy & procedure topic

4. Weapon

5. Crime

6. Emotional state

7. Abbreviation

8. Police Term

9. Computer term

10. Well known company/business
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