
TEACHING TECHNIQUE
“GO FISH”
	
TECHNIQUE DESCRIPTION

	Periodically during a lecture period, the instructor will say “go fish.”  A question will be pulled from the container on the table.  The group will have a limited amount of time to respond to the question.
Instructions:

· Pre-arrange the tables so they are in groups.  Set a container of predetermined questions at each table.  

· Have each table select a “fisherperson” and a spokesperson.

· After fifteen (15) or thirty (30) minutes of lecture, the instructor will declare “Go Fish.”  

· Each “fisherperson” at each table will pull a question from the container at their table.  They are to read the question on the paper.  The group then has two (2) minutes to either answer the question or decide why it is important.

· At the end of two (2) minutes, a spokesperson for the group reads their question to the rest of the class and gives their response.

· If the item is something that has not been covered yet, the instructor may choose this time as a teachable moment and elaborate or use it to determine what the learners know about the topic.


	
KEY LEARNING POINTS

	This technique will challenge the group to determine the appropriate response to a question.


	
VARIATIONS

	1. Technique can be completed with groups or individuals.

2. If there is not sufficient time to go around the room with each table, select just one or two tables to report out.

3. Have paper and containers on each table.  Have each table write questions down that they want to learn from this class.  Tear their questions off in strips and put them in the containers.  Have the tables switch containers.  Periodically, conduct the exercise, based on questions from the learners.

4. Use a timer.  Every time the timer goes off, the instructor calls “Go Fish.”  Each table must complete process above and share their responses.


	
RESOURCES NEEDED

	· Containers of some type -- Jar, glass or basket for each table or group.

· Predetermined questions written on strips of paper and put in the jars.


	SOURCE

	Sharon Bowman, “Preventing Death by Lecture”
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