
TEACHING TECHNIQUE
“crossword Puzzles”
	
TECHNIQUE DESCRIPTION

	This section will provide guidelines for using Crossword Puzzle software to design and develop crossword puzzles for use in classroom training.
Instructions:

· Insert the program into the appropriate drive on the computer.

· Follow the instructions on your screen to install the program.

· When the program is installed, open the program to begin use.

· Follow the software instructions to build the puzzle.  It is recommended you have a glossary or list of specific terms, with definitions that you wish to use.  Add a number of terms to create the puzzle and then provide definitions as clues.


	
KEY LEARNING POINTS

	This technique will provide a challenge to both the instructor and learner.   The instructor will be challenged to identify a means of introducing learning in another manner.  The learner will be challenged to be more interactive in the learning process.


	
VARIATIONS

	· Use of puzzles may be used as individual or group activities.  They may also be used as openings or mixers.
· Puzzles may be created for codes, laws and a variety of other topics.


	
RESOURCES NEEDED

	· A computer that meets the minimum software requirements

· A software program that will create crossword puzzles can be found at many businesses that sell software programs.  Cost averages $9.99 and up.  Freeware and shareware programs that create crossword puzzles may be found on the Internet from websites such as download.com and zdnet.com.  (Note:  Not all software programs will allow the use of numbers in building the puzzle.  If you are considering this for a class of laws, you may wish to look closely at the program.)
· Once created, you will need a copy of the puzzle for class participants and an answer sheet.


	SOURCE

	Rosanna McKinney, Master Instructor, Santa Cruz Consolidated Communications
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