
TEACHING TECHNIQUE
“ACTIVITIES WITH A THEME”
	
TECHNIQUE DESCRIPTION

	This technique is a planning function for the instructor.  Following these ideas will make your learning fun and memorable.
Instructions:

· Select a theme to go along with the topic, preferably one from a popular movie.  (For the purpose of this technique, we will use the theme from Mission Impossible)

· Find as many items as possible related to the theme.  Creativity is the key here.

· Theme song to play as background music.

· Laminated secret agent badges.

· Taped messages/instructions.

· Special assignments/handouts in packages marked “Mission Impossible” or “Top Secret”

· Prepare your material for the class.

· Introduce the activity to the class.


	
KEY LEARNING POINTS

	To challenge the learner in a fun and memorable way.


	
VARIATIONS

	You can make this as fun and imaginative as you want—using “Blown Away” for bomb classes, “The Negotiator” for Hostage Negotiation classes, “Dragnet” for Investigator classes, and “Metro” for SWAT classes, “Bringing Out the Dead” for paramedic class, etc.  Be cautious of infringing on copyrighted graphics and logos.  


	
RESOURCES NEEDED

	· Will depend on the planning of the activity.
· Time will depend on the type of activity.


	SOURCE

	Denise Garland, Master Instructor, California Attorney General’s Office 
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