TRAINING SCENARIOS
“Mock Trial”
	
SCENARIO DESCRIPTION

	Prior to class, the facilitator should develop a scenario and a script for each character.  The facilitator will assign learners to the roles of Judge, Clerk, Prosecuting Attorney, Defense Attorney, Defendant, Victim, Witnesses, and Jury, which will consist of the remainder of the class.  Each learner assigned a role other than jury will be provided with the script appropriate to their role.  

The facilitator will oversee the learners as they play out their roles, ending the jury’s verdict.
Debrief this scenario by discussing why it was done and how it relates or can be applied to real life or the job.


	
KEY LEARNING POINTS

	To enhance the learners understanding of the Criminal Justice Process, specifically testifying in a court of law. The learners will understand the requirements of courtroom testimony and procedures, and their relevance to the public safety profession using a role-playing scenario


	
VARIATIONS

	· Scenario may be altered to fit any number of classes.


	
RESOURCES NEEDED

	· Scenario script, individual character scripts. (examples attached)
· Gavel.

· Furniture arranged to simulate a courtroom setting.
· Time:  1-2 hours


	SOURCE

	Original idea unknown. Attached scenario courtesy of Virginia Tomek, Master Instructor Oakland PD, and the POST Course she facilitated in building “Courtroom Testimony for Public Safety Telecommunicators”


Mock Courtroom Trial for Domestic Violence
	Roles
	Name of Learner Role player
	Received Script

	Judge
	
	

	Bailiff
	
	

	Court Reporter
	
	

	District Attorney
	
	

	Defense Attorney
	
	

	Defendant: Mrs. Smith
	
	


	Witnesses
	Name of Learner Role player
	Received Script

	Dispatcher One
	
	

	Dispatcher Two
	
	

	Primary Officer
	
	

	Cover Officer
	
	

	Robert Smith (victim's brother)
	
	


Jury members:

All remaining learners may be members of the Jury.   While a jury typically has 12 members, the learners can be divided into smaller, more manageable groups during deliberation.

Distribute to the Judge only.

Character:
Judge
Once you enter the courtroom and take your seat, you will advise everyone to be seated.  Then you will open the proceedings by reading: "The case # _________, the State versus _____________________" and ask "Are all parties present?"
After introductions from both sides, you will then instruct the District Attorney to call their first witness.

It will be up to you to keep the proceedings moving, addressing each side when it is their turn and instructing the witnesses to step down when they are finished, etc.  Also, you will make any necessary rulings if either lawyer makes any objections.

After closing statements, you will give instructions to the jury, advising them of their duty and responsibility in delivering a verdict, etc.  (ad lib)  When the jury returns you ask the very important question: "Has the jury reached a decision?"  Depending on the outcome, you will either set a sentencing date or dismiss the case and adjourn the court.

Distribute to:
Judge, Bailiff, Court Clerk

Character:
Bailiff / Court Clerk
Bailiff:

You will start the proceedings by introducing the judge into the courtroom:  "All rise, the honorable Judge ___________________ presiding".
Court clerk or Bailiff:

Also, when each witness is called to the stand, you will swear them in.  Instruct the witness to raise their right hand.  "Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth?"
* The court clerk would swear in the witnesses normally.

Bailiff:

If any of the witnesses start to show some aggression, step in his direction to restore order.

Distribute to:
Dispatcher One and District Attorney

Character: 
Dispatcher One
Professional History:

You have been a dispatcher for 18 months.  Your probationary evaluations were very good.  You have received your first permanent employee evaluation which was also very good.  You have not received any citizen or officer complaints.  You work the 1500-2300 shift.  You are thorough and attentive to the job.  You have not testified before but you present a professional image. You do not volunteer any additional information.  
You have been subpoenaed for the following calls which you handled.

The first call is received by the Communications Section at 2135 hours from a refused neighbor.  It was received on the seven digit emergency line call and you recorded the following information:

Location of crime:
1444 Main Street

Reporting person:
Refused Female Neighbor

R/P Address:

Refused

Telephone:

Refused

Crime:

Disturbance of the Peace - Domestic

During your interview the caller tells you the neighbor lady is an alcoholic and has been drinking again.  She is a nasty drunk and has been violent to her husband in the past.  She is getting violent again, smashing out windows.  The suspect is a white, female, thirties.  Today she is wearing a green shirt and blue jeans.  You document the information and send the call forward for dispatch.

At 2138 hours, you receive a 9-1-1 call (ALI shows 1444 Main Street, 555 3456) from a woman.  She is hostile and uncooperative.  She wants an officer to arrest her husband.  When you asked what was he doing, she responded "He's having an affair."  You remember the prior call and hope to get more information.  You explain that an affair is not against the law but you will have an officer out.  When you ask for her name she terminates the telephone call.
Distribute to:
Dispatcher Two and District Attorney
Character: 
Dispatcher Two
Professional History:

You have been a dispatcher for six years, have an old timer’s attitude, and work a 1900-0300 holdover shift.  You are upset because this is your only day off and here you are in court testifying on a stupid case.  Officers have been sent to this location on many occasions and you think the husband should just "handle" his wife instead of crying to the police.  Your body language is unprofessional.  If asked for your opinion you are careful not to say what you feel, but your body language reflects your opinion.  You know the only record is the dispatch record because the audio tape has been destroyed and you realize you did not ask the right questions.  
You are subpoenaed for the following call:  At 2140 hours, you received a 9-1-1 call from Mr. Smith.  You note this is the second call.  The first call was received at 2135 hours from a refused neighbor.  The prior dispatcher coded it as a Domestic Disturbance and recorded the following information:

Location of crime:
1444 Main Street

Reporting person:
Refused Female Neighbor

Address:

1442 Main Street

Telephone:

555-1234 (9-1-1)

You recognized the address as one which your agency has responded to on several occasions.  This is the first time you have spoken to Mr. Smith.  You ask him the problem and he tells you that his wife is "fighting" with him.  You do not pursue any further information including suspect name or description.  You terminate the telephone call by saying "we'll be out."  Mr. Smith responds with "please."  Afterwards you update the pending call "another call - no further details," and laugh about Mr. Smith being afraid of "the little woman."

At 0230 hours you receive a call from a male who identifies himself Robert Smith.  He tells you that he just arrived home from work and found his brother murdered in the back bedroom.  His address is 1444 Main Street.  He tells you he will be outside waiting for the officers.  You send medical and law enforcement.

Distribute to:
Witness Robert Smith, District Attorney and Defense Attorney

Character: 
Robert Smith
You live with your brother and his wife.  You work the swing shift and arrived home to find your brother murdered.  Your sister-in-law was gone and so was their car.  Everything was fine the last time you saw your brother and his wife.

Distribute to:
Primary Officer, Cover Officer * if staffed, District Attorney, and Defense Attorney

Character:  
Police Officers

Professional History:

Primary Officer
You are a five-year veteran working for a large city and your agency is understaffed.  You are well thought of and have received good performance evaluations.  

Cover Officer
You have been a police officer for eight months and out of the academy for two months.  You are still in training and this is the first case in which you have testified.  You are extremely nervous.  When asked a question by either attorney, ask the judge if you can review the police report to refresh your memory.  You are truthful, but nervous.

Dispatch Info:

You and the cover officer are dispatched to 1444 Main Street at 2145 hours on a Domestic Disturbance.  The suspect is described as a white, female, thirties, wearing a green shirt and blue jeans, possible under the influence of alcohol.  The call has been pending for 30 minutes.

When you arrive, the house is dark and there are no cars in the driveway.  You observed nothing, heard nothing as you approached the house.  You knock on the door and receive no response.  You and your partner look around but nothing looks out of the ordinary.  You are there for about 10 minutes and then clear the call - "unable to locate, appears GOA".

At approximately 0230 hours you are again dispatched to 1444 Main Street.  This time the call is a 245 PC (assault with a deadly weapon), possible 187 PC (homicide).  The reporting person is Robert Smith who just arrived home and found his brother dead in the back bedroom.  The dispatcher advised the reporting party (Mr. Smith) was too upset to provide any further information and he would be waiting outside.  Medical was dispatched code 3.

Distribute to:
Defendant: Mrs. Smith and Defense Attorney

Character: 
Suspect - the Wife
The Judge will ask you to stand.  When you are asked how do you plead, you will plead not guilty.

Mrs. Smith declines to testify on her own behalf.  You are careful to show no reactions to indicate guilt or innocence.

Distribute to:
Defense Attorney

Through discovery you receive the following information:

Dispatcher One's information:

The first call is received at 2135 hours from a refused neighbor.  It was received on the seven digit emergency line call and #1 recorded the following information:

Location of crime:
1444 Main Street

Reporting person:
Refused Female Neighbor

R/P Address:

Refused

Telephone:

Refused

Crime:


Domestic Disturbance  

During the interview the caller tells Dispatcher #1:  “The neighbor lady is an alcoholic and has been drinking again.  She is a nasty drunk and has been violent to her husband in the past.  She is getting violent again, smashing out windows.  The suspect is a white, female, thirties.  Today she is wearing a green shirt and blue jeans.”  The information is documented and the call was dispatched.

At 2138 hours #1 received a 9-1-1 call.  The female is hostile and uncooperative.  She wants an officer to arrest her husband.  The notation is made referring to the prior call.  The reporting party information shows "female - hung up"

Dispatcher Two:

At 2140 hours, dispatcher #2 received a 9-1-1 call from Mr. Smith.  It was a 9-1-1 call.  It is noted this is the second call.  The first call is received at 2135 hours from a refused neighbor.  The prior dispatcher coded the call as a Disturbance of the Peace - Domestic and recorded the following information:

Location of crime:
1444 Main Street

Reporting person:
Refused Female Neighbor

Address:

1442 Main Street

Telephone:

555-1234 (9-1-1)

Dispatcher #2 recognized the address as one in which the agency has responded to on several occasions.  Dispatcher #2 notes on the call "another call - no further details." 

At 0230 hours #2 received a call from a male who identifies himself at Robert Smith.  He just arrived home from work and found his brother murdered in the back bedroom.  His address is 1444 Main Street.  He is outside waiting for the officers.  Medical is ordered Code 3.  The police are immediately dispatched.

Facilitator Information:


Format for Scenario:
· Assign roles prior to the mock trial, either the evening before if the trial will be held in the morning or before lunch if the trial will be in the afternoon.

· Open the scenario with the Bailiff entering and stating "All rise, the Honorable Judge _______", etc.

· Judge states the case # and name and asks if all parties are present, asks how does the defendant plead (Not Guilty).

· DA calls first witness (Dispatcher One) to the stand and begins questioning.

· Defense attorney cross examines first witness.

NOTE: Re-cross exam can occur if needed
· DA calls second witness (Dispatcher Two) and questions.

· Defense attorney cross examines.

NOTE: Re-cross exam can occur if needed
· DA calls third witness (Mr. Robert Smith) and begins questioning.

· Defense attorney cross exams.

· DA calls fourth witness (Primary Officer) and begins questions.

· Defense attorney cross examines.

· If there is a role player playing the role of the cover officer, he is then called to the stand, otherwise is not called to the stand.  It is stipulated that he will not add to the testimony of the Primary Officer.

· Closing statements are given.

· Judge advises jury of the rules of conduct.

· Jury retires for deliberation (class break).

· Court reconvenes.

· Jury reaches verdict. (guilty or not guilty)

· Debriefing of the activity
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