
TRAINING SCENARIOS
“Corpus Delecti”
	
SCENARIO DESCRIPTION

	This scenario will help learners identify the elements of a crime (the corpus delicti - definition: “Body of the crime;” objective proof that a crime has been committed.)
Instructions:

· Divide the class into small groups of 4-5 learners.

· Give each group a corpus delicti scenario and copies of a set of the relevant laws to their scenario. They are to answer the questions on their scenario sheet. If a crime has occurred, they are to identify the law which was violated and articulate the specific elements.

· Monitor the groups and clarify any confusion about the scenarios and related laws.
· Debrief this scenario by discussing why it was done and how it relates or can be applied to real life or the job.


	
KEY LEARNING POINTS

	To enable the learners to apply written laws to real life scenarios to determine if a crime has been committed and to articulate the specific elements of the crime.


	
VARIATIONS

	· None


	
RESOURCES NEEDED

	· One corpus delicti scenario for each group (examples attached).
· Penal code books for each group (or copies of specific code sections).
· Easel pad and markers for each group.
· Time:  20-30 minutes.


	SOURCE

	Virginia Tomek, Master Instructor, Oakland PD
Adapted by Courtney Allison, Instructor, Garden Grove PD


CORPUS DELICTI SCENARIOS


SCENARIO #1

Hey, I just saw two men with guns run up to a car at the stoplight at First and Main.  They were pointing the guns at the lady.  They grabbed the door and pulled her out.  Then they jumped in the car and took off burning rubber on Main towards Second.  The lady must of hit her head because as the car was pulling off she started running and yelling "FIRE".  Her car was a blue Mustang.  The license started with 3ABC1.

· Is there a violation?

· If so, what is the violation?

· What elements are contained in the reporting person's statement?

· What elements are not contained in the reporting party's statement, which would make this a lesser/greater crime?

· Bonus question:  Is this a felony, misdemeanor, or a "wobbler"?

CORPUS DELICTI SCENARIOS
SCENARIO # 2

I don't believe this, I just went out to go to work and my car is gone.  I just don't believe this.  I'm going to be late to work.  Someone took my car!  I got home last night about midnight and went right to bed.  I woke up this morning running a little late for work, went outside and it is gone.  My wife is here.  She didn't hear anything, neither did I.  We have our keys.  I usually park it in the garage because it is a classic.  I bought it new.  It is a 1965 Ford Mustang refinished in the original color "Aztec Brown".  I was in a hurry last night and didn't put it in the garage.

· Is there a violation?

· If so, what is the violation?

· What elements are contained in the reporting person's statement?

· What elements are not contained in the reporting party's statement, which would make this a lesser/greater crime?

· Bonus question:  Is this a felony, misdemeanor, or a "wobbler"?


CORPUS DELICTI SCENARIOS

SCENARIO # 3

I want to report a car theft.  My wife took my car.  She knows she is not allowed to drive it.  I just brought it, a brand new Mercedes SEL, black.  You better find her before I do.  She has her own car to drive.  I bought her a Volkswagen Rabbit after we got married.  You think you'd know someone after ten years of marriage.  How long will it take to find her?

· Is there a violation?

· If so, what is the violation?

· What elements are contained in the reporting person's statement?

· What elements are not contained in the reporting party's statement, which would make this a lesser/greater crime?

· Bonus question:  Is this a felony, misdemeanor, or a "wobbler"?
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